Welcome to
Francis Class
We are named after Professor Dame Jane Francis who is
the Director of British Antarctic Survey.

Her current work focuses on understanding past
climate change during both greenhouse and icehouse
periods, particularly in the polar regions, the areas on
Earth most sensitive to climate change.

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to EYFS and look
forward to working in partnership with you throughout the coming year.
Our topic for the autumn term is ‘Special People and Celebrations’.
In EYFS, we follow the children’s interests so although our broad
topic for autumn term is Special People and Celebrations, this will
look very different for each unique child. We will talk about people
who are special to us (such as family members), we will celebrate
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achievements in class (e.g. making new friends, learning something new) as well
as achievements from home. Later on in the term, we will have opportunities to
learn about some festivals and the different ways some people celebrate them.

Literacy
After giving your children a few weeks to settle into their
new class (and school), we will begin phonics teaching.
Your child will come home with some sounds that they will have
learnt in class. Please support your child to practise recognising these letters
and very soon, they will begin to be able to blend the sounds together to read
words. Your child will also be bringing home some keywords that we would like
you to practise with them at home. We will check your child’s progress with their
keywords weekly and add new words to the wallet as needed.
Your child will also be bringing home reading books to share with you. Class
staff will hear your child read individually twice a week and will change their
book as appropriate.

In class, your child will also be practising writing their

name and learning to spell some of their keywords.
Please bring bookbags (with reading diary and keyword wallet) to school every
day.
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Clothing
Children in EYFS have access to the outside area every day, in all weathers.
Please ensure that they come to school with coats, hats, scarves, gloves, etc.
as the weather gets colder. Children should also have wellies that stay in
school. Please ensure all clothing is named – including shoes!
As children in EYFS have access to physical equipment daily, please ensure
children’s long hair is tied back every day. This is for their safety.

Please contact us on Class Dojo or speak to us at the end of the day (after
all children have been seen out) if you have any questions!
We look forward to a very successful year with your wonderful children.
Miss Machin, Mrs Rose, Mrs Byham, Miss Hardings and Miss Gasson.

